
        
      Skip to main content
    
      
  

  
      
    

  





      



  
    
      
                  
            Official State of Iowa Website
          
                          Here is how you know
              

      
                  Agencies A-Z
                          Programs & Services
              

    

  



  
      




  

    
      
        
          
            
            
          
        
      


      
        Department of Education

      

    

                  
          

                            

          
          
                  Search
                                
          
            Menu
            
          
        

      

    
  




  
  
          



  
    
    
    
  




    
                                
      Main navigation

      
            
                  

              
    
    	
                              
                                  PK-12
          

                                                        
                
                  PK-12 sub-navigation
                  
                
              
                                          
                

                                                        
    
    	
                              
                                  Accreditation & Program Approval
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Advanced Learning Opportunities
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Award & Exchange Programs
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Early Childhood
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Educational Choice
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Educational Technology
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Educator Quality
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Emergency Relief for PK-12 Schools
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Every Student Succeeds Act
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Parent, Guardian & Community Concerns
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  PK-12 Data & Reporting
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  School District Maps
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  School Operations & Support Services
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Special Education
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Standards, Instruction & Assessment
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Student Enrollment & Registration
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Student Services
          

            
                  


  
            
                  
	
                              
                                  Higher Ed & Postsecondary Readiness
          

                                                        
                
                  Higher Ed & Postsecondary Readiness sub-navigation
                  
                
              
                                          
                

                                                        
    
    	
                              
                                  Career & Technical Education
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  College & Career Preparation
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Community Colleges
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Higher Ed Data & Reporting
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Financial Aid
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  High School Equivalency Diploma
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Higher Ed. Student Complaints
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Iowa Career Pathways
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Local College Access Networks
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  OWI Education
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Postsecondary School Authorization
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Senior Year Plus
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Veterans & Military Education
          

            
                  


  
            
                  
	
                              
                                  Educator Licensure
          

                                                        
                
                  Educator Licensure sub-navigation
                  
                
              
                                          
                

                                                        
    
    	
                              
                                  Apply
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Licenses & Authorizations
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Add an Endorsement to a License
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Endorsements List
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  License Search
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Licensure Frequently Asked Questions
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Ethics & Complaints
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Mandatory Reporter Training
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Newsletters & Updates
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Educational Licensure Office & Staff Directory
          

            
                  


  
            
                  
	
                              
                                  EdPortal
          

            
                  
	
                              
                                  Education Jobs
          

            
                  


  


  Agencies A-Z
  Online Services



              

    

    



      




  


  
  


          

    



  



        



  


  

  
  
    
      
  






  
          
      

  
  
    
      




    



  
  
                GEAR UP Iowa


          
    
      

      
      
                  
  
  
    Image

                




          




  

                        

    

  

    

    
            
              






      On this page...

        
  




  
    
      	
          Program Goals
        
	
          GEAR UP Iowa Grant Awards
        


      	
          Students and Families
        
	
          Partners
        


  






  



            
            GEAR UP Iowa is a program supporting underserved students to prepare, enroll and persist through college. GEAR UP stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs and is a federally funded program. In partnerships with local school districts, students and their families receive services aimed at preparing them academically, financially and inspirationally to enroll and succeed in college.
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Program Goals

Student Achievement
Increase the number of underserved and low-income students in GEAR UP Iowa partner schools who graduate from high school prepared to enter and succeed in postsecondary education.
Support High School Programs
Support GEAR UP Iowa partner high schools in implementing educational programs to ensure students successfully complete rigorous college-preparation curricula, graduate from high school, and easily transition from K-12 into higher education programs.
Student and Family Support
Foster a statewide college-going culture among low-income, underserved and first-generation students. Additionally increase knowledge and support as students and families plan, prepare and pay for postsecondary education beyond high school.
Seamless Intervention Alignment
Partner with organizations with similar missions to support systems and curricula that increase higher education access and student preparedness.
GEAR UP Iowa helps local schools:
	Identify the student barriers to higher education.
	Facilitate the completion of a rigorous college preparatory curriculum.
	Provide intensive academic and wrap-around support to students.
	Implement activities to educate and inform Iowa families about the value of a postsecondary education.
	Guide students and families through the college search, application and enrollment process.
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GEAR UP Iowa Grant Awards

GEAR UP Iowa 3.0: GEAR UP Iowa 3.0: A $25.8 million federal GEAR UP grant awarded in September 2023. The seven-year project will partner with 13 Iowa school districts and follow the Class of 2029, a cohort of 7,500 students, through their high school graduation and into their first year of postsecondary education. 
GEAR UP Iowa Future Ready: Launched in 2022 with $5.6 million from the U.S. Department of Treasury's American Rescue Plan. The four-year project supports the Class of 2025, a cohort of 6,000 students, and follows them as they progress through high school graduation, while also supporting the current senior class at each partner school district. GEAR UP Iowa partners with the Bureau of  Iowa College Aid, 11 school districts and nearly 40 institutions of higher education and community-based organizations.
GEAR UP Iowa 2.0: A $22.4 million federal GEAR UP grant awarded in 2014. The seven-year project supported the Class of 2020, a cohort of about 6,300 students beginning in the 7th grade and followed them through high school and their first year of college. The program was implemented in 12 school districts. GEAR UP Iowa 2.0 students also received a scholarship for up to four years upon enrollment in college.
GEAR UP Iowa 1.0: A $16.8 million federal GEAR UP grant awarded in 2008. The project supported the Class of 2014, a cohort of 7,000 students in 17 school districts beginning in 7th grade through their senior year. Upon enrollment in a college, GEAR UP Iowa 1.0 students received a scholarship for up to four years.
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Students and Families

Students in GEAR UP Iowa partner school districts receive support as they progress from middle school through high graduation, and into the first year of their postsecondary pathway. Types of support may include tutoring/academic assistance, college exposure, career exploration, development of social and emotional skills, key wrap-around support, financial literacy, assistance with the FAFSA, transition support and more!
To learn more, reach out to your GEAR UP Iowa contact at these following school districts or contact us directly at gearup@iowa.gov.
	Burlington*
	Cardinal*
	Centerville
	Clinton
	Columbus
	Davenport
	Davis County
	Des Moines
	Fort Dodge
	Marshalltown
	Saydel
	South Tama
	Storm Lake

Note: Current school districts serve the Class of 2025 (GEAR UP Iowa Future Ready) and Class of 2029 (GEAR UP Iowa 3.0). 
*Burlington and Cardinal are only serving students in the Class of 2029 (GEAR UP Iowa 3.0)
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Partners

GEAR UP Iowa depends on a network of partners to provide the supports to ensure the success of our students. Half of the total cost of the GEAR UP Iowa program is made possible by in-kind matching funds from more than 40 partners across the state. Partner support ensures we are able to provide students with a range of resources, programs, and services such as on-campus experiences across the state, assessing non-cognitive skill development, and creating college savings accounts for students.
Thank you to the following GEAR UP Iowa partners:
	AEA Learning Online
	Aptiture Consulting
	BTC Capital Management
	College Savings Iowa 529 Plan
	Community Youth  Concepts
	Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC)
	Drake University
	Eastern Iowa Community Colleges
	Evelyn K. Davis Center for Working Families
	Grand View University
	Indian Hills Community College
	Iowa Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators
	Iowa Central Community College
	ICAN
	Iowa Department of Human Rights
	Iowa Jump$tart Coalition
	Iowa State University
	Iowa State University Extension and Outreach
	Kirkwood Community College
	National Council for Community and Education Partnerships
	Simpson College
	Texas Instruments
	The University of Iowa
	University of Northern Iowa 
	Western Iowa Tech Community College
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